
M
itsubishi has caught up with 
the growing band of rival, ute-
based 4WD wagons with the 
launch of a machine with a lot 

of surprises.
The Pajero Sport – priced from a 
reasonable $45,000 - effectively 
replaces the Challenger that used most 
of the parts from the Triton 4WD ute.
But the new version goes further. 
Mitsubishi terms it the most technically 
advanced off-road capable SUV that it 
has ever produced.
Though based on the Triton, it stamps 
its identity with features including 
an eight-speed automatic, electric 
park brake, multi-link coil-sprung rear 
suspension and expansive cargo area.
More importantly, this is the wagon that 
will replace the Pajero. Mitsubishi has 
stated there is no replacement for the 
current Pajero but has been open about 
the desire to expand its plug-in hybrid 
range into the more serious side of the 

PAJERO SPORT

off-road market.
The Pajero Sport is expected to be 
the next recipient of a plug-in hybrid 
drivetrain, following on from the 
current Outlander PHEV (plug-in hybrid 
electric vehicle).
For now, Australia gets the Pajero Sport 
with the 2.4-litre turbo-diesel engine 
borrowed from the Triton.
In the five-seat wagon, it’s rated at 
133kW at 3500rpm and 430Nm of 
torque at 2500rpm which is the same 
output as the Triton.
Mitsubishi said the fuel economy 
and emissions have been improved 
by lowering the compression ratio 
to 15.5:1 and locating the diesel 
particulate filter as close to the engine 
as possible.
The difference is that the Triton has 
a five-speed automatic (a six-speed 
manual is standard) compared with the 
Pajero Sport’s eight-speed unit.
Mitsubishi claims the Pajero Sport 

has an average fuel consumption of 
8.0 litres/100km (12.5km/litre) which 
compares with the Ford Everest 3.2-litre 
at 8.5 L/100km (11.8km/litre).
The Pajero Sport is available in three 
trim levels, GLX, GLS and Exceed 
with the same drivetrain 
specifications. There is no manual 
transmission option and no talk 
of seven seats.
The Super Select II all-wheel drive 
system is borrowed from the big-
sister Pajero.
But the new bit is the Offroad 
Terrain Control System that, 
like that fitted to the Land Rover 
Discovery Sport and Ford Everest, 
is a dial-up road program that 
alters engine, transmission and 
braking parameters.
Standard cabin features 
include the latest Smartphone 
connectivity technology – 
Smartphone Link Display Audio (SDA) 
system for both Android AutoTM and 
Apple CarPlay. The system allows users 
to connect to apps or other features of 
their phone through the touch screen or 
via voice control.
The safety kit comprises a reverse 
camera, rear park sensors, seven 
airbags, Emergency Stop Signal (ESS), 
Hill Descent Control, Hill Start Assist 

and Trailer Stability Assist systems.
Pay $52,750 for the top-line Pajero Sport 
Exceed, and the safety gear expands 
to include 360-degree cameras, blind 
spot warning, autonomous braking to 
avoid front collisions, and Ultrasonic 

misacceleration Mitigation System 
(so you can’t accidentally hit the 
accelerator pedal).  The Pajero Sport 
gets a tow rating of 3100kg, has a tight 
turning circle of 11.2m and has luggage 
space that grows from 673 litres (all 
seats in place) to 1624 litres with the 
rear seat folded. Western 4W Driver  
will conduct a full test of the Pajero 
Sport soon.

JEEPUTE

JEEP will add a ute to its 2017 
range, say reports out of the US. 
The ute is to be one of the new-

generation Wrangler models due on 
the market in 2017. It takes its styling 
from the 2005 Jeep Gladiator concept 
(pictured here) but it’s unknown if 
the production ute will have a two or 
four-door cab. Though the Gladiator 
looked like a Wrangler, it was actually 
built on a Dodge RAM 1500 platform. 
This gave it a larger size that may 
better suit the off-road and commercial 

task of a ute. There was speculation 
that this platform would continue into 
production but Jeep has announced  
that the ute would be built at its Toledo, 
Ohio factory alongside the other 
Wrangler models. This indicates that the 
chassis, drivetrains and basic cabins 
would be interchangeable.
The new Wranglers will continue to 
be made in Toledo but the Cherokee – 
which since inception has been built 
at Toledo - will be hived off to another 
factory to make way for the ute. The 
next-generation Wrangler is to feature 
new engines and transmissions and 


