
for what Smartbar calls ‘DRL’s’ – which 
could stand for the new sport-of-the- 
future Drone Racing League, but they 
probably mean daytime running lights.
Also, the new bar is ADR approved, 
airbag compatible and, because 
it’s largely of hollow polyethylene 
construction, it won’t affect the vehicle’s 
handling or load rating. That poly stuff 
is tougher than Tarzan and its resilience 
is such that it will usually pop back into 
shape if it comes into unintentional 
contact with foreign objects, such as a 
Prius. Smartbar also tells us the Stealth 
is ‘pedestrian friendly’ – but we’re not 

sure the pedestrian will readily pop back 
into shape if he, she or it is whacked 
by a Stealth Bar-equipped Ranger or 
Everest, but certainly they’d be better 
off than being collected by a metal bar. 
One positive aspect for survivors who 
end up gently flung onto the vehicle’s 
roof, is bragging rights to having ‘scaled 
Everest,’ modestly refraining from 
adding details. Smartbar, which has a 
healthy international export market, 
is meanwhile working on designing 
Stealth Bars for a few other vehicles. 
Check out the website, or call  
08 8384 0292 for more.

REMEMBER when engines were 
made of cast iron?
And wheels?

It took a while, but the penny 
finally dropped among car 
makers who found they could 
make better engines and 
wheels by using aluminium 
components.
The cars were faster, ‘cos they 
were lighter, 
they used less 
fuel, they lasted 
longer and they 
didn’t rust. Those 
with alloy wheels 
looked ever  
so spiffy.
Confucius 
knew that in 
54BC, but the car makers attributed 
their ‘revolutionary’ development to 
‘research shows . . . ‘ or a light bulb 
moment at the foundry when Fat 
Jim clumsily dropped an ingot of 
aluminium in the iron cauldron and the 
result was as above.
Anyway, travel north from the engine 
to the roof, and a similar revolution is 
unfolding up there too.
Ironman 4x4, despite its weighty name, 

Alloy Rack from the Iron Men
has a new range of roof racks –  
made of aluminium.
What you get is a rack as strong as 
steel (or cast iron) but 60per cent lighter 

and much better looking.
Other benefits are a durable 
and handsome powder coated 

grey finish for durability, greater 
strength from the alloy-reinforced 
mesh, and yes, there’s a range of the 
clever carriers to mount on the roof of 
just about every SUV or 4WD you can 
think of.
They come in two styles, look like a 
million bucks, but cost a lot less, and 
let you carry all the stuff on top as you 
did in the olden days, without putting a 
strain on the roof.
Ironic, innit?

A Push in the Right 
Direction

WHEN push comes to shove, 
well, bad things can happen – 
especially if you can’t control the 

push or shove.
For instance, a trailer or caravan sans 
stopping power of its own will push the 
towing vehicle into all sorts of trouble, 
no matter if it’s a 3-tonne 4WD with 
huge disc brakes or a Nissan Micra with 
saucer-sized anchors. 
A trailer-load of garden soil will cause 
all manner of havoc. A trailer-load of 
night soil will exacerbate matters.
And you don’t even want to think about 
a caravan loaded with that set of floral 
crockery you got from Aunty May in 
1962. To prevent any such nightmare 
occurring, you need to have decent 
brakes on the trailer, caravan, camper 
or horseless carriage, and a reliable 
means of activating said stoppers.

With a Tow-Pro Classic, the next 
generation of its Redarc’s Electric Brake 
Remote Head, you can drive easy and 
be assured there’ll be no pushing or 
shoving from behind. 
The device is easy to install, the control 
head will fit into any blank switch 
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DON’T GET SIDEWAYS 

GET SOME TRAINING UNDER YOUR BELT

Download Our New App NOW!
smartphone

“Eureka 4WD Training App” Recreational & Commercial

Courses from just $220 per day

>


