
panel on the dash and you can dial in 
the desired braking force via an LED 
indicator. The 12 volt system is also 
AL-KO ESC and Dexter Sway Control 
System compliant and can operate 
electric and electric/hydraulic trailer 

brakes without manual selection. You’ll 
arrive safe and relaxed and Aunty 
May will be delighted to see you. The  
Classic costs $275 and comes with a 
two year warranty. More info at redarc.
com.au/tow-pro

GEE, how things change with time.
Take a dolium. 
It started off in 

ancient Roman 
times as the 
term for a large 
earthenware 
vase or container 
used for storage, 
or for the 
transportation 
of goods.
Today, 
Dolium, with 
a capital D, is 
a supplier of 
a lot of 4WD 
gear, including 
some upgraded 
roller drawers. 
But it hasn’t lost its ties with the early 
days, when old Julius was hooning 
around Rome in his 4-pony chariot, 
carrying pizza and pasta in the dolia – 
yes Barry, it’s the plural of dolium  
– in the boot. 
So the Dolium du jour has changed the 
earthen vase for steel roller drawers, 
which will still accommodate pizza and 
pasta, and a whole lot more, and the 
goods won’t be dishevelled because 
the new drawers have a built-in anchor 
track tie-down system.
What’s that? Well, they say it’s a system 
with major advantages over old-
style lashing rings, giving maximum 
versatility in securing loads.
Wincing term that: lashing rings. 
Pirates used to get them on their backs 

New Drawers carry more than a Dolium

as punishment for misbehaving at sea.
OK, back to the moment: Mounted  
flush with the top of the drawers, the 
anchor track system has load rings 
which can be easily adjusted along  
the length of the track.
Make sense?
Good news too is the benefits won’t 
cost you any extra lire, scudos , piastras 
or euros. Yep, prices still start from 
$695 and you can get the anchor tracks 
on single, double, large and medium, 
fridge slider or fixed-top roller drawers.
The Boab-branded drawers have 
rattle-free sealed roller bearing slides, 
waterproof ply decks and marine carpet 
exterior. And they’re lockable, with 
‘slam shut’ catches.
You can get the Boab gear from most 
4x4 accessory outlets or from
dolium.com.au. 
Or if you’re seriously earthy, you can 
try your luck for an original dolium at 
the main museum in Roma. 
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“From this particular low 
flat granite we were met 

with a stunning view of Peak 
Charles to the eastward.”

Opting for a Touch of Gold

WELL, our eyes popped, our brains 
boggled and we wondered how 
in hades our mates at Piranha 

managed it. They said if you had a 2015 
Nissan D23, you could have an Optima 
mounted under the body to power 
various accessories.  Once we realised 
they meant an Optima battery and not a 
small model Kia sedan we put the billy 
on and after a cup of camomile, stopped 
worrying about Nissan utes gobbling up 
shiny new Korean cars.
So yes, a D31A can indeed be fitted 
under the Nissan, and if you have 
almost any other new or newish 4WD, 
such as a Triton, HiLux, Fortuna, Pajero 
Sport, you can now get a Piranha 
battery tray for it. They’re made of 
high-grade steel and they’re gold-
electroplated – don’t know if they use 
24K – so they’ll last forever, or almost as 
long, and the Australian-made  product 

comes with all the necessary hardware 
and detailed fitting instructions. They’re 
just the job for that second battery in 
your 4WD, or to replace the standard 
tray.  They have a two-year warranty 
if you fit them yourself or five years if 
strapped in by an authorised dealer.  
Prices vary from $195 to $265 and each 
one comes with a Piranha receipt, which 
is rather important, given that the copy 
merchants already have el cheapo 
lookalikes out there.

LUCKY BREAK

A 
couple of my desert trips this 
year have required crossing 
virgin country for short distances 
to get within striking distance of 

breakaways worthy of investigation. 
The mulga thickets encountered have 
been inhospitable to say the least and 
several times there were substantial 
crunching noises heard from 
underneath the vehicle as I got caught 
up in the litter of dead mulga scattered 
over the route. Most of this debris is 
termite-ridden or completely rotten 
and does not impede progress, but 
twice I recall having to reverse off logs 
that brought me to a halt. Sometimes, 
such contact can tear out unprotected 
difflock hoses or cruise control wiring 
but this time 
was different. 
Difflocks and 
cruise control 
remained intact 
but one hefty hit 
bent the drag link 
and snapped off 
a sway bar support. 
Still, despite the steering wheel being 
a bit askew, the Troopie remained 
quite driveable and I did the 1,400km 
trip home without incident. I use extra 
tough 16 ply rag tyres on these trips 
while my radials are stored at a mate’s 
place. This amazingly  altruistic friend, 
Paul Kennedy, also changes my wheels 
for me before and after our desert 
rockhole searches. Nipping down for 
such a service after this particular trip, 
I was stunned when my radiator began 
haemorrhaging coolant as I parked in 
his shed. Closer inspection revealed 
that my steel radiator protector had 
been bent up to touch the bottom tank 
and  had finally chafed right through 
just as I parked. Paul had the radiator 
repaired by the helpful and cooperative 
team at Natrad Midvale. Unbelievable 
good luck that it hadn’t happened 
earlier when it would have meant a 

300km tow and a stay in Laverton while 
the radiator was repaired.

SWALLOW ROCK

E
arlier this year, I organised a 
search for Swallow Rock out 
eastwards of Lake King. One 
of explorer Frank Hann’s 1901 

landmarks, I’ve long felt that the map 
position was suspect, not much more 
than a guess at best. The Ed and I 

discussed visiting 
this feature to 
check it out about 
20 years ago but 
the thick scrub 
surrounding it has 
always deterred us. 
A South coast trip 

last year showed me 
that the whole region had been burnt 
through and I was able to see the top of 
what I thought was a high granite just 
4km off Cascades Rd. Thinking that this 
must be Hann’s Swallow Rock, I put 
together a trip to check it out in March.
Joined by a few of the regular Wildtrax 
crew and a couple of farmers from out 
East Hyden way, Rolf Meeking and 
Landon Bristow-Baohm, we found 
the mallee regrowth a fairly simple 
obstacle to negotiate and arrived at 
what I’d taken for a high granite, only 
to find it was an impenetrable wall 
of tall wattle, watered by the run-off 
from bare granite at ground level. This 
phenomenon appears to be common in 
the region and can be a good indication 
of nearby surface granite. From this 
particular low flat granite we were met 
with a stunning view of Peak Charles to 

with Ian Elliot

Wild
Trax
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